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Black Women’s
Roundtable

Journalist Amy
Goodman Speaks
At Palladium

Photograph courtesy of Kelley Collier

Journalist Amy Goodman

By Holly Kestenis
staff Writer
st. PetersBUrG – if
you follow politics or are a
loyal listener of independent
radio, you may have heard of
amy Goodman. if not, listen
up because she’s got some
important things to say.
the Palladium theater,
located at 253 5th ave. n.,
was packed last friday night
with
politically
minded
citizens as they awaited new
york
times
best-selling
author amy Goodman.
i n tow n cover ing the
republican national
Convention (rnC) in tampa,
Goodman made her way to st.
P eter s bu rg not only to
promote her new book, “the
silenced Majority: stories of
U p r is ings , o ccupations ,
resistance, and Hope ,” but to
en co ur age peo ple to pay
attention.
Goodman is host and
executive producer of the long
running “Democracy now!,”
a daily independent news
program that began some

sixteen years ago as the only
daily election show in public
broadcasting.
today, the show airs in
more than 1,100 television
and radio stations around
the world. its purpose, as
Goodman states, isn’t just to
reverberate the news, but to be
the eyes and ears of the
people; to make public what
so many want to stay private.
“i think what’s important
is for us to have these
conversations and for you to
hear these conversations,”
Goodman said. “What is
happening? What are people
thinking? What do people
want to do with your lives,
with your bodies, and
then you [can] make your
own decision,” Goodman
continued.
Goodman quoted Woody
allen saying, “90 percent of
life is just showing up.” and
Goodman’s team of journalists lives and breathes this
motto each and every day in

GOODMAN

continued on pg. 5

Black Women’s Roundtable Summitt held during GOP convention.

By Dr. yvonne
sCrUGGs-leftWiCH
CorresPonDent
st. PetersBUrG —
n atio nal and lo cal black
women leaders paraphrased
Mrs. Mary McCloud Bethune,
esteemed founder of the
national Council of negro
Women, when they convened
the
Black Women’s
on
roundtable (BWr) at st.
P e t e r s b u r g ’s C e n t e r f o r
Community and economic
Justice, inc last week.
“We do not need others to
speak for us. We can speak for
ourselves. We demand attention
for our families’ issues from all
presidential contenders.
We
have no permanent friends and
no permanent enemies. We have
only permanent priorities in this
election.”
this was the roundtable’s
message to the republican
national Convention which was
meeting concurrently in tampa.
a similar BWr summit was
held this week in Charlotte,

n.C., during the Democratic
national Convention.
a coalition of africanamerican women, headed by
Melanie Campbell, national
p r es iden t an d Ceo of the
national Coalition for Black
Civic Participation, collaborated with 30 organizational heads
from across florida in a
dialogue emphasizing the continuing economic and youth
devastation in the black
community.
Prominent among the presenters was Jessica Brown,
national Coordinator of Black
youth vote, who traveled from
Washington, D.C. for the
summit, as did Campbell.
the mission of the summit
was to help focus the presidential candidates on substantive
issues rather than on the
divisive distractions. these distractions continue to pre-empt
job creation and training
s o lu tion s , juv en ile jus tice
s y s tem r ef or ms , po v er ty
reduction and the obstructions
to black wealth creation.

While these candidates
continue to hide the issues, foreclosures continue to rise and the
creation of non-violent offender
sentence reform falls by the
wayside.
Unfortunately, during this
election season the intentionality of florida and other states’
voter suppression practices and
entrenched resistance to voterestoration of former black
convicts, have caused a major
dilution of black voting power.
Headlining
the
BWr
summit was Barbara arnwine,
executive director of the
lawyers’ Committee for Civil
rights Under the law, who also
traveled from Washington, D.C.
arnwine
provided
an
essential tutorial for black
women leaders on voter suppression tactics. this will help
to educate organizations and
community members encountering rampant black voter disenfranchisement in florida.
as the women leaders
related suppression experiences
observed or reported during the

campaigns and at the voting
booths in their communities,
arnwine
emphasized
the
universal availability of instant
help through the voter Hotline.
1-866-oUr vote (687-8783)
is a number which will be publicized and should be memorized
by every black person in
florida, a state notorious for
voting abuse.
District director for
Congresswoman Kathy Castor,
Chloe Choney from tampa, and
regional director for senator
Bill nelson, shahra anderson
from the orlando office, participated in the summit and
provided additional tools for
strengthening black voter participation.
Choney and anderson also
emphasized the effectiveness of
volunteering during the presidential campaign in the belief
that this could stimulate voter
participation and turn-out.
“everyone has the opportu-
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By Holly Kestenis
staff Writer
st. PetersBUrG – some
people living above Central
avenue have a skewed view of
south st. Petersburg. in fact, in
some neighborhoods around
Pinellas, anything in the “south”
part of town is looked at as
downright dangerous.
But those who make it their
home know the rich heritage
that exis ts her e is r eally
something to be proud of.
a panel of engaged and
active citizens slid their chairs
up to the table, the metal legs
screeching along the tile floor.
When all participants were
settled, Gwen reese, chair of
the african american Project
steering Committee, began her
presentation.
“there’s a lot of history and
heritage right around this table,”

she said scanning faces she’s
become familiar with. “the
thompson’s name was a name
that everybody knew in the
b l a c k c o m m u n i t y, r e e s e
continued, “and irene, and the
Johnson family.”
a nd as s he r attled off
prominent family names, heads
nodded in agr eement and
members of the steering
Committee all acknowledging
their roles as guiding forces in
the black community.
it is these families who’ve
taken it upon themselves to
breathe life, respect, and understanding back to the south side
of st. Petersburg.
running with an idea set
forth by Mayor Bill foster, the
committee is meeting to
implement the Heritage Project,

TRAIL
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Illegitimate View On Rape

Readership: 100,000 monthly
THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

By JaMaLa
THOMaS
SPECIaL TO
THE nnPa
FrOM THE
ST. LOuIS
0aMErICan
I felt the spirit of Dr. aaronnette
White guiding my fingers for this
column. a couple of weeks ago,
aaronnette died suddenly at the
premature age of 51 years. a rape
survivor and a respected psychology
professor, she was a fierce warrior
for the reproductive rights of
women, particularly africanamerican women.
During her brief stint in St.
Louis during the 1980s, she
organized black women (and some
black men) to take out a full page
ad in The St. Louis american
condemning rape in the black
community. It was a bold move that
pulled the covers off an issue that
had rarely received public scrutiny.
recently Congressman Todd
akin (r) caused a firestorm when
asked about his staunch opposition
to abortion in the case of women
getting pregnant after a rape. He

gave this stunning explanation: “If
it’s a legitimate rape, the female
body has ways to try to shut that
whole thing down.”
GOP leaders ran as fast and far
away from akin as they could.
Karl rove snatched his money
his american Crossroads and
Crossroads GPS PaC monies from
the akin campaign. The republican
national Committee chair, along
with other party officials, demanded
that akin – who won the republican
primary for u.S. Senate on august 7
– step down.
VP contender Paul ryan called
the remarks “outrageous” and “indefensible.” I found this retort to be
quite hypocritical as ryan shares the
same viewpoint. ryan and akin
have co-sponsored bills that are
tearing away at the right to a safe
and accessible abortion.
Last year, nearly 1,000 antiabortion bills were introduced
across the country. The laws have
teetered on the absurd, such as
forcing women to endure vaginal
ultrasounds before abortions, or
redefining the moment of conception. an arizona law passed this
year declared that pregnancy begins

two weeks before conception!
The laws prohibit federal
funding of abortion or birth control
services resulting in defunding of
groups like Planned Parenthood.
abortion clinics have been bombed,
and doctors who performed
abortions have been assaulted or
killed.
The detrimental bills passed by
republicans also have attempted to
redefine rape. They have coined new
and confusing terms like “forcible
rape” and “consensual rape.”
akin’s comments amplified the
voices of some of the 32,000 women
who are raped each year but who
make a conscious choice to keep
their babies. Women like Shauna
Prewitt. Did you know that the rapist
fathers can sue for parental rights?
Prewitt knows all too well.
The attack on rape victims is
unconscionable even though these
draconian views on rape have
persisted in conservative circles for
a couple of decades. They have
emanated from Dr. John Wilke, a
butthead who must have bought
his medical degree online at
www.degreesforstupidpeople.com.
all the other right-wing nuts defer to

Dr. Wilke’s demented medical
explanation: that women have some
biological semen blocker that is
released during rape.
I decided to consult a real obgyn doctor about the validity of
these unscientific ideas; maybe I had
missed some new research on the
subject. I called up my niece,
Dr. rene Turner, who graduated
Summa Cum Laude from real
medical schools (Xavier and
Tulane) and now works with real
women patients. She totally
debunked the pre-historic thinking
about rape and pregnancies and
expressed surprised that any sane
person would promote such harmful
myths.
This brings me all the way back
to the work of Dr. White and
countless others who have worked
tirelessly to educate the general
society on the issue of rape, to end
the attacks on women’s reproductive
rights and to bring about the
personal and psychological security
of women. We who believe in
freedom and women’s rights should
not rest until the lives, choices and
dignity of all women are fully
restored and protected.

President Obama And Our Community:
An Unwavering Commitment
By OSCar
BraynOn, II
Our president
has made it a
priority to focus on
creating jobs and restoring economic
security for african americans. He
understands that many of us have
been hurt by declining wages and
unemployment rates that have marred
this past decade. But in order for us to
continue making progress as a
community, we must make it a
priority to register to vote by October
9th and support the re-election of
President Barack Obama.
From growing our economy, to
providing more education scholarships, to signing the affordable Care
act, the Obama administration has
demonstrated a commitment to us and
to the future of our communities.
For instance, through the
Minority Business Development
agency, the Obama administration
helped african-american clients
secure more than $929 million in

contracts and financing in 2009 and
$2.4 billion in 2010. and, by signing
the Small Business Jobs act of 2010,
more capital was put into the hands of
minority-owned businesses.
aside from helping to grow our
economy, the President also has
focused largely on higher education
opportunities to help our kids who are
in need.
Forty-six percent of african
americans in undergraduate
programs receive Pell grants. Without
these scholarships, college for many
of our kids would be just a dream.
While Mitt romney is saying that he
would eliminate the President’s
college tax credit, slashing Pell Grant
scholarships for nearly 10 million
students, the President is working to
provide hundreds of thousands more
grants by 2020.
President Obama’s contributions
to the african-american community
doesn’t stop here.
The affordable Care act helped
41 million african americans witness
a reduction of health disparities. and

now, nearly a quarter of african
americans can no longer be denied
access to health insurance because of
pre-existing conditions. But these circumstances will change under a
romney administration, which would
repeal Obamacare and take away the
health care and benefits that many of
us depend on to live a healthy and sustainable life.
romney doesn’t understand the
needs of the average american. He
wants to erase and get rid of the
measures that the President has taken
to help all americans in this time of
great need. President Obama understands americans, he’s taken the time
to understand us and our needs and he
is going to continue walking us down
the path to success.
With less than seven weeks left
before the voter registration deadline,
it is crucial for us to take advantage of
every day and educate ourselves on
the facts.
There are campaigns and organizations actively trying to stop africanamericans from voting. There are
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people who think that we should not
have a say in this election or who fear
the re-election of the nation’s first
half-black President. There are people
willing to do whatever they can to
keep us away from the polls on
november 6th. If we don’t get
ourselves out to register to vote by
October 9th, we are letting them win.
This is why it is imperative that, if
you want to vote on november 6th
but are not registered, to take a few
minutes and visit GottaVote.org
(www.GottaVote.org). GottaVote.org
is part of President Obama’s voterprotection program that provides
millions of people with the information they need to register to vote.
The creation of this program
helps ensure that the african
american voice is heard and counted.
Voting is a privilege. But most of
all, it is our right. We must go out and
show our commitment to a President
who has not forgotten us, and who has
remained steadfast in his promises to
our families, our children and the
future success of our communities.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Military Officers

Lt. Col. Louis F. Ladson, Jr.,
US Army Reserves
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
An honor graduate who
finished second in his class,
Louis F. Ladson, Jr. was
awarded a scholarship to St.
Olaf College in Northfield,
Minn. There, he played basketball and kept up with his
studies. Just before graduation,
however, he began to drift away
from school and became
involved in societal issues.
He was looking for the
meaning of various incidents,
trying to understand what made
some things happen. When he
went home for the summer, his
parents encouraged him to get a
job, since he did not seem to
know which way to go.
“ I j o i n e d t h e A r m y,
instead,” said Ladson, “and my
life changed dramatically.”
Ladson’s impressive scores
on the entrance tests gave him a
number of advantages. He had
some choices as to where he
could go and what he would do.
By the time he got out of basic
training, he felt that I could do
anything!
He was sent to pharmacy
technology school and worked
in the pharmacy as a technician.
The work brought out a new
craving for knowledge, so he
went back to St. Olaf College to
complete his degree and began
applying for a place within a
pharmacy school in the midwest.
At that time, Ladson was
stationed in Hawaii, and a
military man at Tripler Army
Medical Center helped him to
connect with the right people to
get a placement in Creighton
U n i v e r s i t y ’s C o l l e g e o f
Pharmacy in Omaha, Neb.
He then left active duty,
went into the Army Reserves,
and started at Creighton. In the
early 1980s, he was licensed as
a pharmacist. Following two
in ter ns hips in N eb r as k a,
Ladson was on his way to the

James A. Haley Veteran’s
Hospital in Tampa, as a
pharmacy resident.
“Coming to Florida was
another turning point in my
life,” Ladson said.
As a reservist, Ladson
connected with Tampa Bay’s
349th Combat Unit. Along with
doctors, nurses, and other
healthcare professionals, his job
was to prepare unit after unit for
mobilization.
Not only did they learn how
to dispense medication under
the supervision of a pharmacist,
but they were also responsible
for preparing and packing medications for special needs and
seeing that they were properly
transported. Ladson was the
person who prepared his
medical staff for war.
Ladson retired from the
Army Reserves in 2008. He
had gone from basic training in
Fort Benning, Ga. to Fort
Stewart, Ga., Hawaii, Belize,
and an Indian reservation in
Montana to Tampa Bay.
Always, he was running a
pharmacy. For his services, he
was awarded the Army Service
Medal, the Army Reserve
Components Achievement
Medal, the Army Achievement
Medal, the Sharpshooter M16
Award, and the Armed Services
Reserve medal.
Through the years, Ladson
also received many awards and
commendations from medical
pr ogr ams , co lleges , an d

agencies within the community.
S imultan eo u s ly as h e
prepared medical staffs for war,
Ladson and his wife, along with
a few other family members
added a different business to
their list of enterprises. One
brother owned a restaurant,
while another brother owned a
neighborhood grocery store.
In 1984, Ladson, a fourth
brother, and his wife purchased
a building and opened Lincourt
Pharmacy in Clearwater. Today,
that small corner pharmacy has
evolved into a much larger
establishment with retail and
other pharmaceutical services.
Ladson’s company provides
special services (including
delivery) for specialty care. His
motto: “You call, we listen,” is a
slogan of which he is very proud
because it expresses how he
feels about his responsibilities to
the communities served by his
business.
A cco r d in g to Lad s o n ,
“People need to be able to trust
a pharmacist and I want young
people to see people in business
and know that, like me, they can
be proud, productive owners of
any business that they want.”
Ladson feels that there are
many opportunities, and once
you understand that there is
more to business than making
money, you can get prepared to
claim the opportunity that is
yours alone.
“Your life has to be one that
you’re not ashamed of. Just
obey the commandments of the
Lord,” Ladson finished.
The Ladson family attends
Mount Zion A. M. E. Church in
Port Tampa, where Ladson is
involved in the Sons of Allen
Men’s Ministry. He is an active
member of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Kappa Psi Pharmacy
Fraternity, is a pharmacy consultant, and serves on numerous
medical advisory boards.
He and his wife, Sharon, are
the parents of a son and a
daughter, who have given them
two adorable grandchildren.

Pioneers Who Broke
The Color Line
BY JON WILSON
FREELANCE WRITER
Fifty-one years ago this
month, two Gibbs High School
honor graduates integrated St.
Petersburg Junior College. They
were Rosalie Peck and Frankie
Howard. In 1961, most classrooms in St. Petersburg
remained segregated, seven
years after the United States
Supreme Court had ruled such
schools unconstitutional. The
s a m e y e a r, To m l i n s o n
Vocational School and two
private
Catholic
schools,
Bishop Barry and St. Paul’s
High Schools, also accepted a
few African-American students.
It took until 1962 before
African-American students
broke the color line in previously all-white junior or senior high
schools. That year, Patricia
Reddick transferred from Davis
Elementary to Mirror Lake
Junior High; and Jessie Atkins
transferred from Gibbs to spend
his senior year at St. Petersburg
High.
So Peck and Howard were
pioneers in the school desegregation campaign. Peck went on
to earn bachelor’s and master’s
degrees and became a social
worker. She retired in 1975.
(Howard’s subsequent years are
not do cu mented in S t.
Petersburg; if any Challenger
readers have information about
him, please contact us.)
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I n 1 9 61 , S t. P eter s b urg
Junior College was considered
one of the nation’s finest twoyear colleges. The Ambassadors
Club, a group of influential
black professionals, decided it
was time the school offered
opportunity for all. They chose
Peck to help lead the challenge.
Peck likened her experience
to choosing “a road less
traveled,” words of the poet
Robert Frost.
One hurdle Peck faced was
an entrance exam. She wasn’t
worried about the verbal part,
having been always an avid
reader and good with words. It
was the math part of the test that
concerned her. But C. Bette
Wimbish and Edith Alsup, the
wives of Drs. Wimblish and
Alsup, furnished good counsel.
They told her to go see Sally
Davis.
Sally Davis was the wife of
22nd Street South barber Harold
Davis. A teacher, she tutored
Peck for several nights. Peck
passed the test with ease.
As it turned out, passing
was the easy part. Lots of
anxiety chased Peck until the
night she drove to the school to
attend her first class, a psychology course. When she began
climbing the stairs to the social
science building’s second floor,
she tripped and fell.
Junior college president
Michael Bennett was there to
greet her, and helped her up.

e e k l y
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Rosalie Peck

She entered the classroom.
There were no hostile glances or
sounds – and no stir at all. Peck
said she was readily accepted by
the school and her classmates.
And at various points in her
career, her professor, Dr. Ralph
Bier b au m, s ent letter s o f
support and encouragement.
Peck died in 2009, but she
recalled her stay at the junior
college fondly. “It helped a
young black woman . . . cross
the threshold of social and civic
change,” she said.
“And truly, that has made all
the difference.”
This is another in a series of
columns about historic people,
places and events relevant to the
city’s continuing African American
Heritage Project. For information
about the African American
Heritage Project, call Kimberly
Hinder at (727) 892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ruby Cooney:
A Faithful Servant
Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

By JEAniE BlUE
STAFF wRiTER
ST. PETERSBURG —
There are some days when
Ruby Cooney reflects on a
time when she performed a jail
ministry, but it is especially
memorable when she runs into
an ex-inmate who credits her
for the positive changes
they’ve made in their lives as a
result of Cooney’s BiBlE
study visits.
it was during the early
1980s when Cooney accepted
an invitation from a white
prison ministry operating in
the Pinellas County jail.
She recalled that one day
she participated in a talk show
that aired on the Keswick
Radio Station, which operated
out of the Keswick Christian
School where her son
Christopher was enrolled.
when she expressed to the
listening audience that she and
her husband, George, wanted
to get involved with helping
others, she was contacted and
invited to volunteer with a jail
house ministry.
She accepted their invitation, and eventually branched
off with her own ministry,
which lasted 30 years.
“The name of my ministry
was Help For Prisoners, and it
consisted of going into the jail
each week and teaching a bible
lesson from instructions from
BiBlE” (Basic instruction
Before leaving Earth), said
Cooney.
The Help for Prisoners
ministry did accomplish what
the organizers had in mind
when they invited Cooney —
to attract more inmates of color
to the BiBlE study sessions.

Larry Roberts
Sportsman, Cook, Roofer, Brother

George and Ruby Cooney

“To witness a change in
people’s lives is a joy to see,”
Co oney s tated . “Th e b es t
reward for me was when ladies
would come up to me on the
street and tell me that they
were a part of my prison
ministry, and let me know how
their lives were changed for the
better as a result of being
involved.”
Cooney had to stop volunteering with the ministry about
six years ago because of complications from Parkinson’s
disease. Before completely
stopping, her husband stepped
in and helped by driving her to
the jail every week after she
became unable to drive herself.
“She gave hope to a lot of
people in jail who may have
lost hope,” George stated.
“when people recognize her in
the streets they run her down to
let her know they are doing
good because of those weekly
meetings.”
Her husband stated that
about six years ago
Parkinson’s disease prohibited
her from continuing, but the
ministry continues today with

Betty Hayes as the current
director.
Ruby and George were
both born and raised in Boston,
Ga., and when asked why they
moved to St. Petersburg, she
replied, “i met George Cooney,
married him and got a MRS
d egr ee. ” ( A M r s . G eorg e
Co o n ey d eg r ee f r o m th e
Cooney University)
From that union came five
children and five grandchildren.
The family owned the
AS&C Drive-in, which has
since closed but the building
that George built in 1969 from
the ground up still exists on the
southeast corner of 16th Street
and 11th Avenue South.
The drive in restaurant that
served short orders was one of
the first of its kind to open in
the area.
Memories of her faithful
service to the community
adorn the walls of her home in
the form of certificates. Her
favorites are from the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office for her
religious activities at the jail.

Midtown Celebrity Club
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Midtown Angels from
the Midtown Celebrity
Clu b w er e gues ts of
Cy n th ia To mlin at her
home on Saturday, Aug. 25
for an enjoyable breakfast
and an opportunity to
d is cus s pr oper dining
etiquette.
Cynthia Tomlin is one

P l e a s e

of the club’s community
mentors and a member of
the Midtown Rotary Club
of St. Petersburg.
The Midtown Celebrity
Club, a 501(c) 3, is also the
official sponsor of the
upcoming Miss Midtown
Beauty Pageant. For more
info, contact Paulette Jones
at 727-565-6094.

s u p p o r t

O u r

a d v e rt i s e r s

Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia
Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
CFC025588

CCC1326860

Roberts does encourage today’s young
people to do a couple of positive things. He
suggests that, “young people need to listen to
their parents and choose their friends wisely.
As a matter of fact, all young people would do
better if they would think for themselves and
listen to their parents.”
Most of Roberts’ siblings listened to their
parents, however, and followed all of the rules.
Thus, they stayed clear of any problems as
they were growing up.
“Our parents taught us good work ethics
and how to be independent and dependable.
They saw that we all stayed in school and
learned some skills to make a living”
Roberts’ mother worked at the Soft water
laundry while his father worked for the City
of St. Petersburg. He and his siblings never
knew of a time that their parents didn’t work.
His parents’ shining example made him
follow in their footsteps. “i don’t mind
working to get what i need and want,” said
Roberts.
Robert’s co-worker Beth, a waitress who
serves the meals he cooks, was very positive in
her description of him and his work.
“larry is great to work with! He is always
easy-going, never temperamental. we make a
great team. you can always count on him to
do his job and do it quickly. As a co-worker,
larry Roberts is definitely a keeper.”
Roberts is a member of the House of God
Holiness Church, where his sister, Minister
Georgia lemon, is the pastor. leisure time is
spent with other siblings, still playing basketball or other team games.

Classified Ads

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Licenses:

if you are a bit on the hungry side late at
night, a good place to go is the all-night restaurant where larry Roberts cooks five nights a
week.
The eggs are so light and fluffy that you
could probably eat half a dozen. Roberts’ specialties are pancakes and eggs, especially a
variety of omelets. Of course, he has been
cooking since he took a cooking class in high
school, so he has had a lot of practice.
“i enjoy my job,” Roberts explained.
“Although i have done some roofing work and
a few other things, nothing else has given me
the satisfaction that i get from cooking. For
me, it is easy to do and it is fun.”
Even as a teenager, i didn’t mind cooking
for his siblings. As the middle child of 13,
there were still six younger siblings after his
older brothers and sisters moved out, so
sometimes he helped his mom with the
cooking.
A native of St. Petersburg, Roberts
graduated from northeast High School. what
he often remembers about high school is how
much time he spent playing basketball and the
three classes that he enjoyed most – physics,
drivers’ education, and cooking class.
Eventually, Roberts got a job as a dishwasher. Before long, he had worked up to
cooking as well. no matter what Roberts has
tried to do over the years, he has always been
lead back to cooking.
Having a big family is seen by Roberts as
challenging but full of joyful moments. Both
parents worked, but there were times when the
income was stretched to the limit.
Rather than purchasing their children’s
wishes for Christmas, the parents had to
provide for their needs. Generally, the siblings
understood what happened, they knew that
there was not enough money for what they
wanted, but they were still disappointed.
Roberts thought that his parents were
rather strict because they employed tough love
and had high expectations of their children.
He learned that what their parents taught them
or how they treated them was necessary and
for their own good.
Much of his time was spent with his older
brothers, but the moment he chose other
friends, he began to make unwise choices and
ran into a bit of trouble. Peer pressure was not
as strong then as it is today, but it was still
powerful.

CBC1251478

Work!!
NOW IS THE
TIME TO ACT!

Place Your
Ad Today!!

CALL
(727) 896-2922
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pierre Loomis Returns
To Continue Legacy
By JEANIE BluE
STAFF WRITER
S T. P ETERS Bu RG —
Native son, Pierre loomis
Williams r etur ns h ome to
continue the legacy that his
ancestors started many years
ago. He is a proud descent of
native Floridians and one of the
prominent founding families.
“My Grandfather loomis
Williams was one of the
founders of historic Bethel
AME and a pioneer of Pinellas
County. He was one of the first
residences of this city and a
prominent business person,”
Williams said.
Williams explained that his
family was a major stockholder
in the Central life Insurance
Company of Tampa. They
provided life insurance to
man y A f r ican A mer icans
during a time when blacks
couldn’t get coverage from
other carriers.
“That gave me the impetus
to become an advocate for
minority businesses,” Williams
said.
He graduated in 1972, with
a bachelor’s of arts degree
from Eckerd College, and
began his civil rights activism
around 1975. The majority of
his professional life has been
devoted to being an advocate
for minorities and women in
business.
For many years he served
as a regional manager for the
u.S. Department of Housing
and
urban
Development
(HuD). In this position he
supervised eight southeastern
states in their compliance with

GOODMAN

continued from front page
their efforts to bring the news
to the people.
Goodman recounted some
of the actions and comments
made by delegates of the RNC
in Tampa last week, and
emphasized the need for the
press to report on real intentions and comments and not be
what many consider corporate
media, regurgitating what
people in charge want the
public to hear.
One of the happenings at
the RNC was “Democracy
Now!” senior producer Mike
Burke’s run in with the
daughter of conservative billionaire Sheldon Adelson.
Goodman stated that Burke
was pushed around as
Adelson’s daughter snatched
their camera.
Goodman then voiced her
opinion on the speculated 100
million dollars Adelson has
pledged to spend in an effort to
aide Governor Mitt Romney in
his bid for the White House.
“This is that kind of corruption of the democratic
process on steroids,” Goodman
stated, “Even if you feel that
money should be equated with
speech, as some do, we should
know who’s saying it [and]
where the money is coming
from.”
However if you’re living in
the Tampa Bay area and not
listening to WMNF 88.5

W

W

W
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W

fair housing and equal opportunity civil rights laws.
“I was one of the first
equal opportunity officers or
civil rights officer in Florida,
which launched my career of
advocacy,” Williams stated.
Williams feels that his
greatest accomplishment as an
officer was when he negotiated a housing agreement
between the state of Alabama
and HuD. That agreement
required real estate sales
persons to understand and
adhere to fair housing requirements under Title 8, which is
the fair housing law that
forbids housing discrimination.
In addition to serving in a
professional service capacity,
Williams also went into a
career of ministry. In 2000, he
was awarded a Master of
Divinity Degree from the
Samuel Proctor School of
Theology.
“I was living in Baltimore,
Md., where I was employed as
the equal opportunity officer
for the Housing Authority,
when I assumed my call to the
ministry. I work in both the
secular and spiritual vocations
at the same time, so I consider
mys elf a b i- v o catio nal
minister,” Williams stated.
When he first assumed his
call to the ministry he entered
Wesley Theological Seminary
in Washington, D.C., and then
went on to pastor three
different churches, while completing seminary.
He earned his Master of
Divinity Degree from Virginia
union university in
R i c h m o n d , Va . , a n d i s

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

NOW! Attention ALL Gibbs High School Alumni! The
Gladiators of Gibbs will be hosting a homecoming parade
Sept. 28. The parade will be located at 850 34th St. S., St.
Petersburg. If you are interested in having your own float at
the parade, please contact Ms. Cummings at
Cummingscas@pcsb.org or call 727-893-5452, ext. 2073.
The deadline for float applications is Sept. 21.

Pierre Loomis Williams

resources.
He makes himself
available for consultation
every Sunday morning during
the breakfast feeding ministry
at Bethel, which begins at 7:30
a.m. This breakfast feeds the
general population free of
charge.
His primary ministry now
is serving as a staff chaplain
with Chapters Health System, a
major Hospice and Palative
Care Center, located in Temple
Terrace. There he serves the
terminally ill and their families
during a period of transition
and grief.
Williams h as r eceiv ed
numerous awards for his work
on behalf of the Baltimore ReEntry Program for ExOffenders and for his work as
the founder of the Sanctuary of
H op e, a co mpr ehen s iv e
services program for women
and children affected by
HIV/AIDS, which he founded
in 2001.
For help, please contact
Rev. Williams at 443-913-3975
or Pastorplw@gmail.com.

presently enrolled as a doctoral
candidate at Virginia union.
In February of this year he
returned to his roots and came
back to Bethel where he
currently serves as the minister
of outreach and community
service.
In continuation of his
advocacy work, he is also an
advocate for veterans.
Williams assist veterans who
have post traumatic stress
disorder by providing counseling and advice on how to apply
for service connected benefits.
“In this area, many
African-American veterans are
being denied benefits because
of their discharges. As an
advocate for veterans, I explain
to them and their families how
they might be able to receive
these benefits regardless of
t h e i r s t a t u s , ” Wi l l i a m s
asserted.
Williams explained that
there are many other opportunities to apply and become
eligible to receive veteran’s
benefits, and he helps provide
them with this information and

“That’s
our
job,”
Goodman said, “to get into
those corporate suites and to
be out on the streets where
the uninvited guests are –
thousands of people who also
have something important to
say.”
Currently Goodman and
f ello w co - w r iter D enis
Moynihan are touring the
country in their 100 city tour,
all while still planning to
cover
the
Democratic
National Convention (DNC)
which opened Tuesday in
Moynihan and Goodman signing copies of their new book.
Charlotte, N.C.
Community Radio, you may “republican problem” but
Once again Goodman will
not have heard about it.
transcends party lines and have the opportunity to get
Goodman urged citizens hopes citizens, listeners, and behind the scenes and report
to, “just be there to see it with viewers across the political on what’s really happening,
your own eyes,” and if they spectrum
are
deeply this time on the democratic
can’t, to immerse themselves concerned about the role convention floor.
in the independent media money is playing in politics.
“It’s now just occurring to
where they will hear the good
Goodman continued to me how crazy this tour is,”
and bad of both sides, instead share some of the interesting Moynihan laughed as he
of mainstream media in which and hushed up aspects of this enlightened audience members
money dictates the views sent year’s convention. Such as of their agenda and the purpose
out to the public.
Governor Romney shaking of their latest book focused on
“That’s why we need hands with billionaire backer the silenced majority.
media lik e WM N F an d David Koch as the news feed
We want to know, “who is
Democracy Now!,” Goodman that was sent out to the press voting, who’s not voting,
boasted. “That isn’t brought to was conspicuously absent of who’s engaged, who’s politiyou by the corporations that this moment (although it is cally involved, who’s given
profit by war, oil companies viewable at democracynow.org). up,” Moynihan said.
and insurance companies,
Goodman believes it is
Check
out
democrabut brought to you by important for citizens to cynow.org for more in-depth
viewers who are concerned become and stay engaged in coverage of the election, as
and know decisions need to what is happening not only in well as, the political news
be based on facts and infor- the country, but also in their happening all over the world.
mation.
Information is own communities and to think Democracy Now! also broadof themselves as a model for casts daily on local independpower.”
Goodman went on to structuring the lives of people ent radio station, WMNF 88.5.
discuss the problem isn’t a around the world.
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Saturday, Sept. 8 — Greater Pinellas Point Civic
Association “SAVE THE BAY” Workday! They will be
labeling storm drains to let everyone know that they drain
into beautiful Tampa Bay! Meeting place we at Bay Vista
Park, located at 7000 4th St. S., St. Petersburg from 8 a.m.
– Noon. Work assignments and for refreshments will be
handed out.
Saturday, Sept. 15 – The H. W. Blake Class of 1961 70th
Birthday Celebration Meeting. The next meeting of the
Howard W. Blake High School Class of 1961 Alumni Club
will be held at 1 p.m., and ALL class members are encouraged to attend. The meeting will take place at Dee’s
Serving Spoon Cafe, 3255 W. Cypress St., Tampa. For
more information, please call 813-872-5600.
Wednesday, Sept. 19 — Community Law Program, Inc.
(CLP), a local non-profit legal services organization will
host a free outreach forum to educate the public about
tenants’ rights and responsibilities. This event will take
place at the Enoch Davis Recreation Center, 111 18th Ave.
S., St. Petersburg at 5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 22 — Join your neighbors for a combined
Neighborhood Team Meeting for Coquina Key, Pinellas
Point, and Lakewood Estates communities. The focus is to
organize our communities for the upcoming 2012 election.
Local organizers will be available to help plan and answer
questions. The meeting will take place at the James
Weldon Johnson Library, 1059 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. Starts promptly at 1:30 p.m.

The following job is currently available:

• Staff Assistant (#19115)

For information regarding the above job, please go to

http://employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=60058
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

HAVE YOU BEEN SERVED
COURT PAPERS ON YOUR HOM E?

Do you have 22 days to
respond to the court?
Is your home going for auction
and don't no what to do?
Give us a call! You have options!
813-280-0588 ACT FAST!!

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

ClASSIFIED
FITNESS GYM TRAINER Nonprofit gym to improve African community health. Teach personal and group classes; Community
Outreach; Build Membership. APEDF.org/jobs

ClASSIFIED ADVErTISEmEnT rATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Royal Ball Charity Event
ST. PETERSBURG — The
St. Pete Glitter Queens is “a
social krewe with a giving
heart.” Their mission each year
is to help a deserving women’s
or children’s organization in
Pinellas County by raising
money through a fundraising
event.
This year’s chosen beneficiary is The Senior Conservatory
Arts Educational Programs and
Thematic Productions for teens
in Midtown that is currently
housed at the historic Royal
Theater in Midtown St.
Petersburg.
The Royal Ball will take
place Saturday, Sept. 15 at the

Gulfport Casino located at 5500
Shore Blvd. S., Gulfport. The
event starts at 7 p.m.
The Senior Conservatory’s
key goal is to provide quality
arts education to youth, especially those that are disadvantaged and underserved in the
arts. Through arts education, the
program hopes to instill in its
students a sense of pride, selfdiscipline, motivation, spirituality and a drive for excellence,
not only in art, but also in
everyday living.
Please help The St. Pete
Glitter Queens, a 501(c) 3
organization, achieve their goal
of
helping
the
Senior

Conservatory
continue
to
improve the lives of talented
young men and women in our
community through their outstanding arts programs.
Various levels of sponsorship are available for monetary
donations, and items and
services are being accepted for
the silent auction. Tickets to the
Royal Ball are for sale through
their website, www.stpeteglitterqueens.org.
Please join the St. Pete
Glitter Queens for a memorable
evening that will include a performance by students of the
Senior Conservatory.

Pinellas County SES Approved
LARGO - Pinellas County
Schools has been approved by
th e F lor id a D epar tment of
Education to be a state-approved
S u pp lemental Educational
Services (SES) provider.
SES providers offer free
tutoring, outside of normal school
hours, to children in Title I schools
who have scored at Level 1 or
Level 2 on the reading or math
FCAT tests.
Pinellas SES tutors will be
highly qualified/certified teachers
and tutoring sessions will be conveniently held on school sites.

Tutoring sessions will focus on
giving students the skills they need
to meet academic expectations.
Eligible students will receive
20 one-hour tutoring sessions
between October 15 and March
2013. Additional information
about Pinellas County Schools
Supplemental Education Services
will be mailed to parents of
eligible students in September.
If the number of students
requesting services is high or if
funds are limited, services may be
prioritized for the students with the
greatest academic need as deter-

mined by assessment scores.
For more information, call
Sherry Howard or Diane Wolf,
SES Provider Coordinators, at
727-588-6000, ext. 6405, or visit
the Title I web page, which can be
reached by going to www.pcsb.org
and clicking on the Title I tab
under “Families” at the bottom of
the district home page.

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.
James E. Flynn Jr.

Please submit questions to
theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

“YOUR S OUTHSIDE LAWYER”
Arrested

Injured

• Drug Charges
• Assault and Battery
• Grand Theft
• Bad Checks
• Traffic Offenses
• Suspended Licenses
• Probation
• All other Criminal Charges

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Bicycle Accidents
• Slip and Fall
• Wrongful Death
• Police Chases
• Police Brutality
• All other Injury Claims

Pastor’s
Bulletin
By Pastor Martin Rainey

Parents Do Not Move …
Improve!
Our (The Parent and the Village) Problem:
In recent statistics from the State Department
of Education, the following elementary schools
have students who are entering the fourth grade
NOT reading at the third grade level: Melrose 84%; Campbell Park - 73%; Fairmount Park
- 82%; Gulfport - 61%; Woodlawn- 78%;
Maximo - 72%; Lakewood - 77%;
James Sanderlin - 50%; 74th Street- 50%;
Mt. Vernon - 49%, and Bear Creek - 57%.
Do you have a friend or relative that has child
attending any of the schools listed above? If so,
please contact Parent Support For Education
Council (PSFEC).
Would you like to invest in action to improve
the school? Many families, however, require
assistance in providing a supportive home
learning environment.
Are you a parent that is unable to visit the
school on a regular basis? PSFEC can assist you in
locating available classes for using the Portal or
Parent Connect.
When parents, families, and members of the
community, or village, are involved with schools,
all children benefit. Adult participation sends the
message that school is important and the work
children do there is worthy of adult attention.
Many people, however, do not feel welcome
at school. They may want to interact with the
school, but don’t know how to begin. They may
believe that children and teachers do not want
them there, or they may not know how to fit one
more activity into an already tight schedule.
These situations present perfect opportunities
for you to reach out to the schools and remember
you have the support of village members, and
others.
Parents do not move... improve your child’s
school with better parent teacher communication.
Being involved and aware of what is going on in
your school will improve student teacher relationships and help you to invest in the quality of
education for you child.
Teachers respect parent engagement/ involvement in education. Teacher trust can only lead to
good things for you and your child.
The following is a list of tips for getting
involved and increasing your ability to communicate your needs. This list is only a guide, recognizing that every child is an individual with unique
situations:
Be an active parent. Ms. Octavia Teharte, a
single parent of four said in an article in the
Weekly Challenger, “I am very enthusiastic about
their education. Each one of my children has
different learning styles and needs. I cater to their
styles, and try to provide a constant learning environment. My girls have a routine, and a designated area to study, and do homework. I take
advantage of any free tutoring services available
and within my home as well. I also use everyday

life experiences, and life skills to educate my
children.”
Be an active parent. Active parents are those
who are doers, who want to see things get done,
and who go the extra mile.
Build a bond with the principal. Drop by the
office and talk to the principal. Find out what his
or her needs are and see if you can meet some of
them.
Make your presence felt. Attend parent
teacher conferences, special events, or just visit
the classroom and lend a helping hand. Most
schools are understaffed, and teachers appreciate
all the help they can get. Be sure to arrange this
with the teacher first.
Don’t overdo it. Know when to leave.
Teachers want help, but they don’t want to feel
like you are spying on them.
Don’t be bossy. When you are at school,
specifically in the classroom, don’t make demands
of the teacher or tell him what to do. You can make
suggestions, but be willing to follow up with an
offer of help to get the idea or program off the
ground.
Form a network. Get to know the members
of the PSFEC. There is power in numbers, and
indeed, the more people you know in the educational community the better. This extends beyond
school walls.
Groom your child. It shouldn’t make a difference, but in the real world, personal appearance
often does. Make sure your child looks his or her
best when leaving for school. Sloppy grooming
habits send the message that you don’t care, which
may cause teachers to lose respect for you.
Know how to handle conflict. PSFEC
provides empowerment classes parents prior to
parent -teacher conferences.
Give praise. Organize and participate in
teacher celebrations. People are quick to criticize
when things are going wrong, but take for granted
when things are going right.
Finally, do not move, improve. The school
years are a wonderful adventure. Don’t take things
too seriously. Your engagement/ involvement and
commitment to your child are more important to
their success than which school they attend. So
relax, enjoy, and watch them bloom.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the Parent
Support For Education Council, inc., Chairman
JWB South County Community Council and also
serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or 727-420-1326.
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House
located at 3647 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
adjacent to South Side Tabernacle Baptist Church.
The community is welcome, and your input
and critique is appreciated.

Happy Birthday
To My Wife Tangela!

Former Prosecutor
Former Insurance Company Attorney

Get cash for your injury claim.
We will investigate your auto accidents and personal
injury claims for free. You pay no fee unless we win!!!
James E. Flynn Jr.

“Call Your Southside Lawyer today”

727-490-6327
www.flynnlawoffices.com

You are a truly virtuous woman
With Love, Bobby Bailey
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COMMUNITY NEWS
TRAIL

continued from front page
which is set along what is
known as The Deuces Live,
located along the 22nd Street
corridor.
Currently The Deuces Live
has many dedicated shop
keepers who work daily in order
to maintain a lively and economically successful area of
b us ines s . N o w, w ith the
Heritage Project, the Steering
Committee is hoping to help
bring back some of the rich
culture and history the area is
known for.
“The Deuces Live was and
is the main corridor when we
talk about south St. Pete, or the
African-American community,”
Reese explained. “It is now
being revitalized and redeveloped and we see it becoming as
live and vibrant as it ever was.”
Phase I of the Heritage
Project consists of a Deuces
Walking Tour. It will spotlight
h is to r ical and in ter es ting
buildings along both sides of
2 2 n d S tr eet S ou th w h ich
in clud es local bu s ines s es ,
bungalow and shotgun houses,
and various other historical
dwellings.
A few of the scheduled
stops on the walking tour
consist of the Carter G.
Wo od s o n M us eum, the
Manhattan Casino and even
Henderson Drug Store.
Markers will be erected along
the corridor in designated areas
and will hold interesting facts in
an effort to educate the
community and its visitors of
the unique heritage of the area.
With Phase I set to be
c o m p l e t e b y D e c e m b e r,
committee members are excited
about the trail’s prospects. For
generations, African Americans
have contributed to the history
of St. Petersburg, and
community residents want that
history out there for everyone to
see, and not just during Black
History month.
“The purpose is to bring our
community together to preserve
our rich history and culture,”
said Reese, “not just for us, but
for everyone [and] to find a way
to encourage other people to
come into this community, to
spend dollars in this
community.”
Many faith and religious
institutions are also located
along the trail because of the
huge impact the church played
in the lives of people in the area

You don’t
have to
be a hero
to be a

hero

and the significant role they
continue to have today.
The Steering Committee is
h ow ev er in n eed of th e
community’s support and needs
anyone with an interesting story
of an event that has taken place
along the corridor to contact
them with news articles, facts,
and if possible photos of the
event so that it can be documented.
“We’re not just talking
about buildings, but about
people who lived or worked in
those buildings, or went to the
Royal or danced at the
Manhattan,” explained Reese.
“We want personal people and
their stories.”
Reese wants to get the word
out on how important it is for
the community to get involved
with nominating people to
become part of the tour and
urges community members to
reach out to those they know
and help them complete the
online application.
“It’s very important that we
can show community involvement in nominating people,”
Reese said. “This is not a city
project. We’re looking for the
community to step forward and
take o w ner s h ip , b eco me
involved.”
So if you know of someone
such as Dr. Robert Swain who
back in 1950s erected a building
to house African-American
Major League Baseball players
in St. Pete while fighting to end
s egr eg atio n , th e S teer in g
Committee wants to hear about
it.
“I don’t know how many of
you all remember Stokely
Carmichael speaking at Snow
Peaks in the parking lot
standing on top of a car with a
megaphone,” reminisced Reese,
“but I do and that’s [the kind of]
event that will be a part of this
trail.”
Any additional information
not used on the trail will be catalogued and become part of an
archive system that is currently
in the works with the University
of South Florida.
Local author and vice chair
of the steering committee, Jon
Wilson, has agreed to write a
book including any additional
events collected. Also, the
committee plans to create a
website and an app that can be
used by visitors as they peruse
the Deuces Walking Tour.
The African American
Steering Committee currently

ROUNDTABLE

continued from front page

Aimee Angel,
Historic Preservation

nity and the obligation to enlist
their church leaders and their
social organization leaders in
getting out the vote. There is
no excuse for silence in an
election where so much is at
stake for the future of our priorities and of our youth,” said
Campbell.
Other participants at the
summit included Salandra
Ben ton , Ch air o f F lo r id a
Coalition for Black Civic
P ar ticip atio n , D r. Yv o nn e
Scruggs-Leftwich, President
and CEO of the Center for
Community and Economic

L-R, Jessica Brown, Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich,
Barbara Arnwine, Salandra Benton and Melanie Campbell

Justice, Inc., Gypsy Gallardo,
Founder/Publisher
of
the
“Power Broker Magazine,” and

Dr. Elsie Scott, President and
CEO of Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation.

Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church Pastor Bragg L. Turner
and Black History Chairpersons Faye Hines and Shelia Summers Invites you to a

Honorary Program for “The Courageous Twelve”
Friday, Sept. 14 at 7 p.m.
The service will be held at the Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church
located at 1800 18th Ave. So., St. Petersburg.
Kim Hinder,
Historic Preservation

Jon Wilson,
Vice Chair of Steering
Committee

meets the third Tuesday of
every month at 9:30 a.m. at the
Business Assistance Center.
The next meeting is scheduled
for Sept. 25, and Reese encourages anyone interested to join
them.
“I think it is the most
important project in St. Pete,”
she said. “There’s nothing more
important in the world than
what we are doing.”
For
more
information
and the nominating application,
ch eck o u t S t. P ete.o rg o r
email Kimberly Hinder at
kimberly.hinder@stpete.org
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Michael Clarke Duncan
Dead At 54
AP WRITERS
STEvE LOEPER AND
HILLEL ITALIE
ANGELES
—
LOS
Michael Clarke Duncan was
one big, irresistible jumble of
contradictions.
His presence was formidable, even intimidating: The
former bodyguard had a
muscular, 6-foot-4 frame, but it
was topped by the brightest of
megawatt smiles.
His gravelly baritone was
well-suited to everything from
animated films to action spectacles, but no matter the role,
warmth and sweetness was
always evident underneath.
The prolific character actor,
whose dozens of movies
included an Oscar-nominated
performance as a death row
inmate in “The Green Mile”
and box office hits including
“Armageddon,” ‘’Planet of the
Apes” and “Kung Fu Panda,”
died Monday at age 54.
Although he only turned to
acting in his 30s, it’s clear from
the outpouring of prayers and
remembrances he received
across the Hollywood and
sports worlds that his gentlegiant persona made him muchloved during that relatively
brief time.
Duncan died at CedarsSinai Medical Center in Los
Angeles, where he was being
treated for a heart attack, said
his fiancée, reality Tv personality Rev. Omarosa Manigault, in
a statement released by
publicist Joy Fehily.
“suffered
a
Duncan
myocardial infarction on July
13 and never fully recovered,”
the statement said. “Manigault
is grateful for all of your prayers
and asks for privacy at this time.
Celebrations of his life, both
private and public, will be
announced at a later date.”
Tom Hanks, star of 1999’s
“The Green Mile” — the film
that earned a then-little-known
Duncan a supporting-actor
nomination at the Academy
Awards — said he was “terribly
saddened at the loss of Big

Jazz Club Of Sarasota
Presents Jazz Greats
Michael Clarke Duncan, right, with Tom Hanks in a scene
from the movie “The Green Mile.”

Mike. He was the treasure we
all discovered on the set of ‘The
Green Mile.’ He was magic. He
was a big love of man and his
passing leaves us stunned.”
“I will miss my friend,
Michael Clarke Duncan,”
comedian and talk-show host
Steve Harvey said on Twitter.
“What an incredible soldier in
God’s Plan.”
Other sad and shocked
reactions came from a diverse
field that included Dallas
Mavericks owner Mark Cuban,
actresses Alexa vega, Niecy
Nash and Olivia Munn, and
former
boxing
champion
Lennox Lewis.
In the spring of 2012,
Duncan had appeared in a video
for PETA, the animal rights
organization, in which he spoke
of how much better he felt since
becoming a vegetarian three
years earlier.
“I cleared out my refrigerator, about $5,000 worth of
meat,” he said. “I’m a lot
healthier than I was when I was
eating meat.”
Duncan had a handful of
minor roles before “The Green
Mile” brought him accolades
and fame. The 1999 film, based
on the Stephen King novel of
the same name, starred Hanks
as a corrections officer at a penitentiary in the 1930s. Duncan
played John Coffey, a convicted
murderer with a surprisingly
gentle demeanor and extraordinary healing powers.
Duncan’s
performance
caught on with critics and
moviegoers and he quickly

became
a
favorite
in
Hollywood,
appearing
in
several films a year. He owed
some of his good fortune to
Bruce Willis, who recommended Duncan for “The Green
Mile” after the two appeared
together in “Armageddon.”
Duncan would work with Willis
again in “Breakfast of
Champions,” ‘’The Whole Nine
Yards” and “Sin City.”
His industrial-sized build
was suited for everything from
superhero films (”Daredevil”)
to comedy (”Talladega Nights,”
‘’School for Scoundrels”). He
could have made a career out of
his voice work alone, with
appearances
in
several
animated and family movies,
including, “Kung Fu Panda,”
‘’Racing Stripes” and “Brother
Bear
Born in Chicago in 1957,
Duncan was raised by a single
mother whose resistance to his
playing football led to his
deciding he wanted to become
an actor. But when his mother
became ill, he dropped out of
college,
Alcorn
State
University, and worked as a
ditch digger and bouncer to
support her.
By his mid-20s, he was in
Los Angeles, where he looked
for acting parts and became a
bodyguard for Will Smith,
Jamie Foxx and other stars. The
murder of rapper Notorious
B.I.G., for whom Duncan had
been hired to protect before
switching assignments, led him
to quit his job and pursue acting
full-time.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

30 12 18
CA$H 3

191
422
580

DOG DAYS
NEW DJ LINE-UP

7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother / 11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian

2-7 5-4
3-1 8-3
7-6 6-2

Last week, I had the good fortune to attend a new
jazz series promoted by the Jazz Club of Sarasota. The
series is called “Jazz Greats” and last week’s performers were just that … “Jazz Greats.”
Pianist Dick Hyman and clarinetist/saxophonist
Ken Peplowski, two of the most outstanding jazz performers in the world previewed their upcoming new
CD in a most exciting concert.
Dick Hyman is an artist with many talents. He is a
composer, songwriter, conductor, pianist, organist and
arranger. At one time or another, Hyman has
performed with the best of the best in jazz.
For instance, he was first of all a music student of
piano jazz great Teddy Wilson. He has appeared as
pianist with the jazz groups of Lester Young, Tony
Scott, Charlie Parker, Red Norvo, and many others.
He has recorded with Benny Goodman, Zoot Sims
and virtually every other jazz great you can think of in
the 1950s. Hyman is also known as a one-man piano
museum. There isn’t a style of piano playing that the
virtuoso pianist hasn’t mastered.
Hyman has lived in Sarasota for many years, and is
no stranger to the jazz club fans, inasmuch as he has
performed in many jazz concerts promoted by the
Sarasota Jazz Club. In fact, he was a standout
performer in the Sarasota Jazz Club’s Annual Jazz
Festival - 2011.
Dick Hyman is a jazz pianist who can factually say
that he has been there and done that as far as jazz is
concerned.
Ken Peplowski is well-known for his saxophone
and clarinet virtuosity. In addition, he has charisma
which he puts to good use while entertaining his fans
with his warmth, wit, and musicianship.
In a New York Times article, it was said of
Peplowski, “Goodman straight up, with a twist of
lightning.”
He has been entertaining audiences with his
playing for more than 30 years. Peplowski is a perfect
musical match with Hyman. They definitely compliment one another with their musicality and showmanship.
Peplowski has also performed with some of the
most outstanding music icons ever to be, such as Mel
Torme, Charlie Byrd, Peggy Lee, George Shearing,

Madonna, Hank Jones, Rosemary Clooney, James
Moody, Steve Allen, Woody Allen, and many, many
others.
On this particular evening, both musicians were at
their best. Their concert started with the up-tempo tune
Blue Room. From there they went into Brubeck’s
“The Duke” followed with a most beautiful rendition
of “Lover, Come Back to Me.”
However, the tune that blew my mind was Horace
Silver’s “Quick Silver,” which was not listed on the
program. I first heard this tune on Art Blakey’s Jazz
Messengers at Birdland No. 1 CD, sometime in 1960.
It has continued to be a favorite up-tempo tune of mine
ever since.
There was a good mix of tunes played by different
composers, such as Rodgers-Hart, Brubeck,
Hammerstein-Romberg, Hawkins (Erskine), Miles
Davis, Thelonious Monk, Jobim and a few others.
All in all, it was a fabulous concert, especially if
you are a traditional jazz buff. Peplowski switched
from saxophone to clarinet, and kept the audience
entertained with a casual joke once in awhile, using
Hyman as scapegoat.
As for Hyman, he couldn’t have performed any
better. He was able to demonstrate to the audience his
Ragtime and Stride piano technique on a couple of
tunes, plus his contemporary playing, especially on the
tune “Quick Silver.”
At the end of the concert one could see by the
expressions on the faces of members of the audience
that without a doubt the concert was a huge success.
It was also announced that from Jan. 27 – Feb. 3 of
next year, both jazz artists will be performers on The
Jazz Cruise 2013, the only full ship charter in the world
dedicated to straight-ahead jazz and the Great
American Songbook.
For additional information: call 941.922.4070.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting
Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I would
like to hear from YOU! You may visit my website at:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger,
2500 ML King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
BCU Wins
SWAC/MEAC
Challenge

By PHILLIP HAywOOD
SPORTS wRITER
ORLANDO - Bethune
Cookman opened their
season in grand fashion by
defeating Alabama State 38
to 28 in the SwAC/MEAC
Challenge last Sunday. The
g ame w as nationally
televised on ESPN before a
crowd of over 17,000.
Transfer Broderick
waters threw two touchdowns and ran for another
as the wildcats matched
one of the largest deficits
under the tutelage of coach
Brian Jenkins.
The wildcats have a
knack for pulling off great
comebacks. In the 2004
Florida Classic, they were
down 52-31 and went on to
win 58-52, and 1982 they
were down by 21 points
and came back to defeat
Delaware State 27-24.
“Our guys would not
be denied,” said Jenkins,
who claimed his second
SwAC/MEAC Challenge
victory. “we kept the faith.
This tells you about the
character of our team.”
Jenkins felt that they
were not settled initially
and Alabama State came
out strong, but once they
found their niche they were

able to come out and
execute with precision.
waters came off the
bench to help BCU score
38 unanswered points. He
completed 6/9 passes for
110 yards and he rushed for
an additional 100 yards.
“I felt real comfortable
in the pocket” said waters,
who transferred from
Louis iana Tech . Th e
offense clicked on all
cylinders once they got into
a groove as their ground
game came up big.
Isidore Jackson rushed
for 123 yards and Rodney
Scott added 100 more. It
was the first time in school
history that three backs hit
the century mark. The
defense came up with some
big plays once the offense
put points on the board
which ignited the defensive
play of the wildcats in a
38-28 victory.
Next week will be a
short week for the wildcats
as they travel to
Orangeburg, S.C. to take on
South Carolina State. This
will be the 11th game that
has been televised under
the Brian Jenkins era. The
game will be shown on
ESPNU on a delay telecast.
Let’s go wildcats!

Week 2 High
School Football
Schedule
Tarpon Springs @ Clearwater
East Lake @ Countryside
Dixie Hollins @ Seminole
Robinson @ Dunedin
Spoto @ Gibbs
Blake @ Lakewood
Pinellas Park @ Largo
Osceola @ Northeast
Palm Harbor University @ St. Petersburg
Shorecrest @ Admiral Farragut
Calvary Christian @ Indian Rocks Christian
Cambridge Christian @ Canterbury
Lakeland Christian @ CCC
Keswick Christian @ Carrollwood Day
Northside Christian @ Bradenton Christian
St. Pete Catholic @ Legacy Charter
All public school start a 7:30 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.
Private school games start a 7 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.

Bucs Prepare For Season Opener
By PHILLIP HAywOOD
SPORTS wRITER
ST. PETERSBURG - After
last season’s 4-2 start, Bucs fans
were under the impression that
they had solid nucleus to make a
playoff run. However, they went
on an unforgettable losing streak
that fans won’t soon forget. As a
direct result of the 10 consecutive
losses, head coach Raheem Morris
was dismissed.
Out with Morris and in comes
Greg Schiano, a former college
coach from Rutgers. Under
Morris’ watch there seemed to be
a lack of discipline. So far,
Schiano has demanded the utmost
of respect from his team.
Morris was known as a
player’s coach, but Schiano has
changed the attitudes and culture
of the players.
The season opener takes place
this Sunday, and the fans are dying
to see what kind of product
Schiano will put on the field.
The Bucs have made some
key acquisitions such as Carl
Nicks on the offensive line. The
offensive line seemed to be solid

until Davin Joseph sustained a
serious knee injury to end his
season.
On defense, they’ve added a
veteran savvy corner in Eric
wright. Also, via the draft they
picked up running back Doug
Martin who will be the opening
day starter.
Another big free agent pickup
was Vincent Jackson who figures
to play an integral part of their
offense. what Schiano has done in
his short tenure was create competition among his players because
everyone had to earn their jobs
outright.
In Sunday’s matchup against
the Panthers, the Bucs will face
one of the better up and coming
young quarterbacks in the league
in Cam Newton. Last year no one
figured that he would have the
kind of year that he had.
Newton did not have a full
training camp and still set the
rookie passing record for yardage.
This season, will he suffer the
sophomore jinx or will his
progress continue to escalate?
The Panthers are one of the
younger teams with a solid

Cam Newton

nucleus that will someday
compete for a title. Offensively
they are very potent with a tandem
of backs that comprise of
DeAngelo williams and Jonathon
Stewart.
Their passing game is quite
lethal with Steve Smith and the
newly acquired Louis Murphy, Jr.
If Murphy is a starter, they will
have to respect his ability to
stretch a defense which will free
up Smith with one on one
coverage.
The Bucs, on the other hand,
will have questions with their
pass rush. They will rely
heavily on blitzing form their line

Josh Freeman

backers. Their defense should be a
lot better than last year also.
Offensively they will need to
find their running game, and if
they can do so, it should open up
their passing game. At least they
will have a deep threat with
Jackson, and also Mike williams
should be more of a factor as well.
Finally, I am not predicting a
playoff appearance, but I am
looking for them to surpass four
wins easily. There are a lot of
variables that will figure prominently in their quest to become a
more improved football team.
Let’s see what happens.

Bethune Cookman Wildcat Football
Back To Business
MEAC/SWAC Challenge
Sept. 8 at South Carolina State
Sept. 15 at University of Miami
Hall of Fame Game
Sept. 22 vs Tennessee State
Sept. 29 at Hampton
Homecoming
Oct. 6 vs North Carolina A&T

2nd Annual Biker Football Classic
Oct. 20 vs Norfolk State
Oct. 27 vs North Carolina Central
Nov. 3 at Morgan State
Nov. 10 at Savannah State
Florida Blue Florida Classic
Nov. 17 vs Florida A&M*
*Game played at the Citrus Bowl in Orlando, FL
Game times subject to change due to television mandates

High School Football Roundup
By PHILLIP HAywOOD
SPORTS wRITER
ST. PETERBURG - Last week
officially opened the season for all
of Pinellas County football teams.
There is a large amount of good
teams in all of the state classifications. Here are my top 10 teams as
we go into week number two.
Top Ten
Countryside
(1-0)
The
Cougars defeated the Pirates for
the fourth time in four year. After a
decelerated start, they rattled off
37 straight points to overpower
Bogie.
Largo (1-0) The Packers
pulled of a dramatic season opener
by defeating Bradenton Southeast
on a last second touchdown pass.
East Lake (1-0) They came
back from an insurmountable lead
to beat CCC.
Lakewood (1-0) The Spartans
are the most talented team in the
county. Only one question
remains, how good will they play
within their tough district?
CCC (0-1) For the second
time in two years the Marauders
have blown big leads against East
Lake.

St. Petersburg (1-0) Laroy
“Speedy” williams and Maurice
Hemingway is a formidable
tandem and the Green Devils
defeated rival Gibbs.
Tarpon Springs (1-0) Veteran
offensive line pummeled the
defensive line of Dunedin in an
easy win.
St. Pete Catholic (1-0) The
explosive Ryan Green…need I say
more. If given the ball he should
break the counties rushing record.
Admiral Farragut (1-0) The
Blue Jackets possess a plethora of
w eap o n s . H ow ever, Co lb y
Rob in s o n is injur ed and
sophomore Jestin Green is now at
the quarterback.
Gibbs (0-1) Played St. Pete
really tough but ran out of gas. I
would keep an eye out for the
Gladiators.
Offensive MVP Week One
Ryan Green, St. Pete Catholic.
The FSU commit rushed for 196
yards on only 5 carries for an
average 39 yards per carry along
with four scores and one reception
for a 73 yard touchdown.
Defensive MVP Week One
The Lakewood Spartans
Defense. The defense was very

aggressive and stingy as they gave
up a total of 13 yards in the first
half and one first down in a 46-0
drubbing of Seminole. Oshario
Mitchell was a catalyst with a
blocked punt and an interception.
The Learning Curve
From Last Friday Night
I s C l e a r w a t e r ’s f o o t b a l l
program really down? They were
totally outmanned by Palm
Harbor. Coach in waiting, Donnie
Abraham, has his work cut out
next year.
Rodney Adams is apparently
back one week ahead of schedule.
His return was anticipated for next
week against Blake. He did show
why he is a top recruit. In his only
appearance he caught a 59 yard
touchdown.
East Lake and Countryside
play this week. East Lake is very
capable of stopping Countryside’s
regular season winning streak.
Could this be the year of the
Packers? They have the entire key
ingredients make a championship
run. This may be the best team in
the county.
St. Pete has a bona fide tandem
in Laroy “Speedy” williams and
Maurice Hemingway. They will

Ryan Green

po s e pr ob lems to o pp os ing
defenses.
wi t h a l l o f t h e a b o v e
mentioned let’s see what happens
this week.
By the way, we have got to
keep an eye on two records that
could possibly fall by season’s
end. Peter DiNovo has his sights
on breaking the ex-Buccaneer and
Tulane star Shaun King’s passing
record. Also, Ryan Green has a
shot of becoming the single
season rushing leader, which is
held by UCF and former Largo
Packer Brynn Harvey.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services..........................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .....................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service .............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ..................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ..........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ......................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ThE Rock

BETHEl METROpOlITan BapTIsT CHURCH

oF

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS iS LOCATEd AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

“God’s House In The City”

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Schedule of Services
Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

(727) 898-9407
sunday school...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald l. Bell
pastor

sERvICEs

Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

prayer service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service..............................11:00 a.m.

10th street Church Of God

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

United for Christ

GeNeSIS
WORSHIP
CeNTeR
CHURCH

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Tuesday

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

sunday

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

20th Street
Church of Christ
825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Friendship

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor
“Serving and Saving

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday .........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”
“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church
3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor
Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

Bro. robert Smith

Sunday morning Worship..................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class..............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship...................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday ................................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class .....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class ..............................7:00 p.m.

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Church School ....................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service ................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study ..................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

Promote Your
ChurCh!
Call for advertising rates today!

727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
reverend louis Murphy, sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family
extend an open invitation to join
us not only in sunday worship,
but also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
sept. 10 - Boy scouts is
back! every Monday evening
on the 3rd floor/Gym. we’re
asking all parents to have scouts
dress in their Class a uniforms.
parents Must attend.
sept. 10 – Crown Ministry is
back! Classes will be held
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the
youth education Building, on
the 1st floor.
sept. 12 – Join us for our
midday Bible study at noon, and
our evening Bible study at 7
p.m. Both classes are held in the
main sanctuary.
sept. 17 - 22 - seven x 7 tent
rival 6 nightly. Mt Zion will

worship at the corner of 19th st.
and 18th ave. s. Volunteers
needed in all areas.
sept. 24 – save the date! our
one-80 teen Ministry will host
“College prep 101.” parents and
teens if college is in your future
please plan to attend this initial
information session. youth
Fellowship hall at 7 p.m.
reading & Math
enhancement tutorial program
– Grades K – 9 will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. applications
available at Mt Zion human
services. or contact Ms. doris
newton at 727-822-0443, ext.
301
young adults – are you 18 –
35 years of age? a college
student home for the summer?
then come join the young adult
Ministry every tuesday, from
7–8 p.m. in the youth education
Bldg.
Voters reGistration

siGn-up eVery 1st and 3rd
sunday. don’t be surprised
on election day! if you have
moved, had a name change, turn
18 by nov. 6, or want to change
party affiliation. please register!
new Members – if you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on
FaCeBooK, twitter and
youtuBe. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZprogressive.org
For information on any of
these announcements, contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th st. s., st. petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
the st. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, its pastor the reverend
Brian K. Brown, its official staff
of deacons and trustees, and the
entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
st. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for
a world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God.
at st. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in unity,
praising God for his awesome gift,
his son Jesus Christ.
Calendar for the month of

september:
sept. 16 - Church outing new Mt. olive primitive
Baptist Church, 4 p.m.
sept. 22 - health Fair
sponsored by the st. Mark
health Care Ministry
sept. 26-29 - Congress no. 2:
hosted by First Baptist of sun City,
rev. horace holloway, pastor.
sunday school is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. sunday school starts each
sunday morning at 9:30. all are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist training union is each
sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come
out and study the Bible with us and

learn “what Baptist Believe.”
Children and youth Ministry
Meetings are held every tuesday at
6 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
n i. K. e. after school
tutoring (4:30 - 6 p.m.) on
tuesdays and thursdays (during
the school year).
young adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. (Bible study).
sunday school teachers’
Meeting is held every tuesday
at 7 p.m.
senior hour of power Bible
study is held every wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
prayer Meeting and Bible study
every wednesday evening at 7.

Pastor’s Corner
By pastor sarah edwards
Visible Voices Christian Community association

How Do You Untwist
Your Twisted Relationships?
Most of us want close
friends and a loving family. For
sure, everyone wants three
things: peace of mind, joy in
their heart and to be right! yet
too many of us anchor ourselves
with twisted relationships and
are frustrated because we don’t
experience the satisfaction of
those things that we long for
within our hearts.
is it possible that you have
never experienced a healthy
closeness with anyone? perhaps,
your family members did not
like your lifestyle choices, your
foster or adopted parents made
you feel as if you were a
commodity, your father never
talked with you or you were
forsaken by your own mother.
and even though you knew
intellectually your grandparents
who raised you really loved you,
as they comforted you and you
were a comfort to them, you still
experienced a heart-felt disconnect with them because of the
age differences.
Various cultural forces have
driven a wedge that superficially
distorted the need for us to have
boundaries that restrain us from
becoming twisted in our
emotions, intellect, the deceitfulness of how to become rich or
our desire to live as if we were

divas.
Most human responses to
life are not due to experiences or
environment, but rather their
stimuli are elicited within their
heads. whatever we think; that
we shall become. as the old
adage goes, “a mind is a terrible
thing to waste.” our spirit mind,
not our brain [iQ], nor our
emotions is who we are. we then
are a spirit that lives inside of a
body with soul. and a spirit is
what a spirit does!
soul is not music, dancing,
black-eye peas, ham hocks,
collard greens and cornbread. it
is neither a dip nor a slip when
we walk, nor is it how we
sexualize our bodies as if we
were from hollywood. soul
consists of our emotions,
intellect and what we desire. the
state of a person’s soul is determined by which voice they pay
the most attention to in the conference room of their mind.
a twisted person is anyone
who positions themselves as
their own judge and jury. they
become full of self because they
really think what they believe
makes them right, and despise
those who have been made well.
therefore, they seek to bind and
seduce others into their twisted
way of thinking.

in return, twisted relationships strengthen themselves to
become vicious in their
attitudes, attributes and allemandes to attempt to normalize their
little village of twisted people. in
return, they become their own
reality. hence, they subject
themselves to their vain imagination as if it is another person’s
reality.
all relationship issues can
be resolved by revealing,
requiring and restoring the
original intent of our Creator.
you and your relationships can
become untwisted by daily
renewing your thoughts with
fresh revelations of who you
really are and what is required
for making opportunities for
yourself in order to fulfill your
purpose and have courage to
become your authentic self.
and, this can be scary! such
golden relationships are not
quick and easy. they require
time and a willingness to untangling yourself from the logic and
cares of the world systems. they
require you to distant yourself
from twisted relationships and
begin to interact with your spirit
self and your Creator – that
which is moral, and ethically
right! My brothers and sisters –
just turn the page!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s house in the City,” under
the leadership of dr. rickey l.
houston extends an invitation to
the community to join us as we
declare the living word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for sunday
school and 10:15 a.m. for worship
service. Bible study and teen
summit/Children rising are held
wednesday evening at 7 p.m.
we are committed to a Christcentered, people-centered, teamcentered and bible-based teaching
ministry with priorities focused on
love, forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. we celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and
corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.
living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and interests.
we a l s o e n c o u r a g e t h e
community to make use of our

prayer line 727-321-9645.
Bethel Metropolitan is celebrating our 109th Church
anniversary this year. the ministerial staff is in charge of the celebratory events. anniversary
proper will be sunday, sept. 23 at
10:15 a.m. there has been several
events proceeding this occasion
including the prayer Brunch
which was observed on saturday,
sept. 1, and our Men in praise
which will be held saturday, sept.

22 at 4 p.m.
our Fall revival commences
on Monday, sept. 24 and goes
through wednesday, sept. 26 at 7
p.m. nightly. we look forward to
these momentous experiences and
we invite the community to join us
and share in our glorious celebration.
telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240. email:
bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
website: www.bmmbc.org

United for Christ Free Will Baptist Church
united for Christ Free will
Baptist Church invites you to our
choir’s anniversary on sunday,
sept. 16, at 4 p.m.
Various choirs and soloists
from the st. petersburg area will
be on program.

united for Christ is sponsoring a trip to washington, d.C.,
July 2013
if you are interested in
traveling with us to, please
contact Kadell Ford at 727-2584993 or 727-744-3589 for details.

Pastor’s Corner
By pastor shurrea daniels
Kingdom restoration, inc. Faith Based outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

No Limits, No Boundaries
in the book of Genesis there
is a man by the name of
abraham who was chosen by
God to be the father of many
nations. Genesis 12:1 talks
about this call. abraham is
instructed to leave his country
and family and go to a place
which has yet to be revealed.
abraham did not seek a census
on whether or not his family
thought this was not a good idea
nor did he check to see if they
endorsed it.
scripture tells us that he
believed the call and it was
counted unto him as righteousness. it is here that God instructs
abraham, if you follow me,
your life will not be limited to
your surroundings. are there
times in which you’ve felt God
has called you to be a change in
y o ur co mmu n ity, natio n ,
congress, school, or church?
often times we feel this call,
instead of following the call we
decide to take a census and the
effects of it moves us into an
unfulfilled state.
abraham decided to go
against the odds. to his family
he may have appeared as being
radical, bizarre, uneducated, or
even naïve; however, he didn’t
wait around to see what they
thought. he had received a
word from the lord that would
change his life forever. he set
out to fulfill this call, but along
the way he encountered some
obstacles. these obstacles may
perhaps have appeared as
barriers or limitations to some,
however, abraham did the
humanistic thing and immediately tried to come up with a
plan of his own, but God
stepped in and assured
abraham that he did not have to

defend himself, “i aM that i
aM” would protect him.
it is here Genesis 13:14,
that God reveals the place of his
blessing. abraham’s faith had
yielded him no limits no boundaries. God wanted abraham to
know that life, family nor
would demographics be able to
restrain what he had for him or
his household. God instructs
abraham to walk through the
land in the length and width of
it; this was confirmation to
abraham that it is the lord who
orders the footsteps of the righteousness.
My encouragement to every
reader is if God has instructed
you to pursue your dream, go
after it. don’t look for others to
authenticate the call. there are
times where gender, age, or
demographics may appear to be
a barrier, nevertheless trust
God.
the 2008 election appeared
to be a barrier for an african
american whom defied the limitations against him and
pursued to follow the american
dream which is rooted in the
united states declaration of
independence which proclaims
that “all men are created equal”
and that they are “endowed by
their Creator with certain
inalienable rights” including
“life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”
we all know that this is a
half truth. there is still inequality when it comes to ethnicity,
gender, or position; these partialities not only exist in the
nation, they exist also in God’s
house. if we desire to see the
manifestation of what God
promised then the Church (the
body of believers) must get rid

of the world’s mentality of
viewing things. in Christ we are
equal and in him there are no
limits or boundaries.
in the book of numbers
27 :1 th er e w as a cen s us
happening and according to this
census the inheritance by lot
was to be given according to the
number of names; when the
inheritance of Zelophehad
came to be distributed, there
were no sons to receive this
inheritance. under the traditional law this inheritance
should have been given to the
nearest relative (male) and the
land would be kept in the
family. Zelophehad daughters
approached
Moses
and
inquired, is it our fault that our
father has died in his sins and
yielded no sons? are we now
exempt from being considered
for his inheritance?
Moses did not ponder this
in his own thoughts or ability;
he had firsthand experience to
know that if God desired to
bring about change only he
could and would. therefore, he
approached God with what
seemed to be a limitation, yet
once again he witnessed
change, in the face of limitations or barriers (like that of the
red sea). it became a custom
that if a man did not have a son
to inherit the blessing, the
daughters would no longer be
overlooked.
therefore,
i
encourage you, in God; there
are no limits and no boundaries.
please join us sept. 15 for
our 5th annual Conference
“living a Balanced life” For
more information, please visit
www.houseofeve.org.
registration deadline is
sept. 10!
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